WORLD  CONFERENCE  ON 
FAITH  AND  ORDER 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT,  1942-1943 


To  the  Members  of  the  Continuation  Committee 

It  is  still  impossible  to  hold  genuinely  representative  international 
meetings,  arid  hence  our  work  is  still  confined  to  the  preparation  of 
material  for  use  in  the  future.  I can  only  report  on  what  is  personally 
known  to  me,  but  when  Dr.  Visser  ’t  Hooft  was  in  England  in  May  I 
learned  from  him  that  much  valuable  work  is  also  being  done  in 
European  countries  with  which  I cannot  at  present  communicate. 
We  may,  therefore,  look  forward  with  confidence  to  a future  in  which 
our  Committees  and  Commissions  will  meet  on  a truly  oecumenical 
basis.  What  I know  about,  on  my  side  of  the  barrier  of  silence,  is  as 
follows  : — 

I.  The  Commission  on  the  Church 

Dr.  Flew  writes  : 

The  work  of  the  Commission  on  “ the  Church  ” is  proceeding  in  spite  of  the 
war.  In  the  United  States  the  discussion  has  been  especially  vigorous.  Papers 
by  notable  scholars  of  many  communions  have  been  read  and  circulated.  Perhaps 
the  most  valuable  work  has  been  done  with  a view  to  the  proposed  third  volume 
which  will  contain  statements  as  to  the  present  beliefs  on  the  nature  of  the  Church 
held  by  the  various  communions  of  Christendom.  A statement  has  been  produced 
on  the  Nature  of  the  Church  according  to  the  Teaching  of  Congregationalists. 
Copies  may  be  obtained  from  Dr.  Hachiro  Yuasa,  Room  912,  286  Fourth  Avenue, 
New  York. 

In  Great  Britain  the  Faith  and  Order  Commission  of  the  Society  of  Friends 
has  given  its  imprint  to  a document  drafted  by  Percy  W.  Bartlett,  and  entitled 
Quakers  and  the  Christian  Church.  One  of  the  purposes  in  publishing  it  is  to  test 
current  opinion  within  the  Society  of  Friends  before  drafting  the  official  statement 
which  might  be  considered  for  inclusion  among  the  statements  asked  for  from  all 
the  separate  communions.  This  document  may  be  obtained  (price  is.  6d.)  from 
the  Friends  Book  Centre,  Euston  Road,  London,  N.W.  1. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  other  communions  should  follow  in  the  steps 
of  the  Congregationalists  and  the  Quaker  theologians,  who  have  sent  out  to 
scholars  these  valuable  documents  with  a view  to  eliciting  criticisms  and  emenda- 
tions from  the  members  o^  their  own  denominations  throughout  the  world. 


Co-operating  American  Theological  Committee 
The  following  papers  have  been  read  and  discussed  : — 
November  21^22,  1941. 

Report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the  work  to  date. 

Authority  in  the  Early  Church.  Dr.  W.  E.  Garrison. 

The  Church  of  the  Brethren.  Prof.  W.  W.  Slabaugh. 

The  Society  of  Friends.  Prof.  H.  J.  Cadbury. 

The  Episcopal  Church.  Dr.  L.  C.  Lewis. 

The  Congregational-Christian  Church.  Prof.  W.  M.  Horton. 

The  Lutheran  Church.  Prof.  T.  G.  Tappert. 


May  21-24,  1942. 

’'The  Baptists  and  Disciples.  Dr.  W.  O.  Carver. 

Reformed  and  Presbyterian  Churches.  Dr.  G.  W.  Richards. 

Pentecostal  Churches.  Dr.  E.  T.  Clark. 

Is  the  New  Testament  normative  for  the  Doctrine  of  the  Church  ? Prof.  Slabaugh, 
Significant  Areas  of  Agreement  amid  the  Diversity  of  Historical  Christianity. 
Prof.  Horton. 

Authority  in  the  Early  Church  : A Summary  of  Discussion  and  a Constructive 
Statement.  Dr.  H.  F.  Rail. 

Conservation  and  Innovation.  Dr.  B.  H.  Branscomb. 

The  Apostles  and  the  Early  Church.  Dr.  T.  S.  Boyle. 

At  this  May  meeting  Dr.  Van  Dusen  was  invited  to  read  papers 
contributed  to  the  work  of  the  Life  and  Work  Study  Department,  and 
it  was  agreed  that  the  following  Questionnaire  should  be  circulated 
among  the  members,  and  that  their  answers  should  be  the  basis  of 
discussion  at  the  next  meeting,  to  be  held  on  November  19-21. 

(N.B. — In  these  questions,  “ your  Church”  is  synonymous  with  “your 
denomination  ” ; “ the  Church  ” with  ” the  Church  of  Christ.”) 

1.  In  what  sense  did  Christ  “ found  ” the  Church  ? 

2.  How  does  your  Church  consider  that  its  present  organization  is  related  to 
New  Testament  doctrine  and  practice  ? 

3.  What  are  the  characteristics  of  the  Church  as  a fellowship,  and  what  are 
the  conditions  of  entrance  into  it,  as  laid  down  by  your  Church  ? (For 
example,  is  it  a fellowship  of  saints  to  which  only  saints  are  admitted  ? Does 
it  include  only  those  with  whom  we  are.”  in  communion  ” ? all  who  name 
Christ’s  name  ? the  saints  in  Heaven  ? the  people  of  the  Old  Covenant  ? 
Who  has  the  power  to  admit  to  membership  or  exclude  from  membership  ?) 

4.  Has  your  Church  a view  of  the  relationship  of  the  Church  to  Christ  on  which 
it  lays  special  stress  ? (For  example,  the  view  that  the  Church  is  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  Incarnation,  or,  that  it  is  a voluntary  society  for  carrying 
on  the  work  of  Christ,  or,  that  it  is  a fellowship  ruled  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ.) 

5.  What  does  your  Church  consider  most  essential  in  the  message  and  mission 
of  the  Church  ? (Be  brief !) 

6.  How  does  your  Church  conceive  of  the  relation  of  the  Church  to  the  world  ? 
to  the  State  ? to  the  kingdom  of  God  ? 

7.  In  what  way  or  ways  does  your  Church  consider  that  it  is  maintaining  the 
continuity  of  the  true  Church  of  Christ  ? (For  example,  preaching  the  pure 
Word,  right  administration  of  the  sacraments,  apostolic  succession  in  the 
ministry,  etc.) 

8.  What  significant  changes  do  you  note  in  the  thought  and  practice  of  your 
Church  in  the  last  hundred  years  ? 

9.  What  do  you  consider  to  be  the  distinctive  contribution  that  your  Church 
has  to  make  to  the  Church  Universal  ? (If  you  think  there  are  some  parts 
of  our  total  Christian  heritage  which  your  Church  particularly  needs  to 
appropriate  you  might  mention  them  here  also.) 

II.  The  Commission  on  Ways  of  Worship 

In  May,  1942,  I received  news  that  Professor  Van  der  Leeuw,  the 
/Chairman  of  the  Commission,  was  alive  and  well,  and  that  under  his 


leadership  work  was  being  done  of  which  I have  no  details.  I have 
mvself  received  the  following  papers  for  the  use  of  the  Commission 
when  it  is  able  to  meet. 

A.  Papers  Descriptive  and  Interpretative  of  the  Worship  of  their  Churches 
from  Principal  Haddon  (Churches  of  Christ,  New  Zealand),  Pastor  Kramm 
(German  Lutheran),  Rev.  W.  T.  Blight  (Methodist,  New  Zealand),  Bishop  Kiiry 
(Old  Catholic,  Switzerland),  Pastor  J.  de  Saussure  (Reformed,  Switzerland). 

B.  Papers  discussing  the  Principles  underlying  the  Content  and  Structure 
•of  Church  Services  from  Dr.  Scott  Brenner  (Evangelical  and  Reformed,  U.S.A.), 
Bishop  J.  Dauglish  (Anglican,  W.  Indies),  Rev.  A.  W.  Stephenson  (Churches  of 
■Christ,  Australia). 

D.  Papers  describing  Experiments  in  “ Liturgical  Creation  ” from  the 
Bishop  of  Nasik  (Anglican,  India),  Rev.  E.  G.  Parry  (Anglican,  Egypt). 

E.  A historical  Study  of  the  Origin  and  Early  Development  of  Christian 
Worship  from  Principal  W.  Robinson  (Churches  of  Christ,  Great  Britain). 


A valuable  piece  of  local  study  of  Ways  of  Worship,  inspired 
though  not  directly  organized  by  our  Movement,  has  been  carried  out 
by  the  Ecumenical  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Church  Women  of 
Rochester,  N.Y.,  U.S.A.  An  abstract  of  its  report  has  been  printed 
and  can  be  obtained  from  our  American  Secretary,  Dr.  Floyd  Tomkins 
•{St.  John’s  Rectory,  Washington,  Conn.,  U.S.A.) . 

III.  Commission  on  Intercommunion 

The  American  Section  of  this  Commission  has  produced  its  Report  ; 
copies  have  been  sent  to  all  the  members  of  the  Continuation  Com- 
mittee. The  European  Section  is  still  unable  to  meet.  When  it  is  to 
do  so,  it  will  benefit  by  having  this  Report  before  it.  For  this  purpose 
I am  having  French  and  German  translations  made. 

In  addition  to  those  listed  in  my  last  year’s  Report,  I have  now 
xeceived  statements  on  existing  rules,  customs  and  practices  from 

The  Scottish  Episcopal  Church 

The  Church  of  India,  Burma  and  Ceylon 

The  Diocese  of  Lagos 

The  Methodist  Church  of  New  Zealand 

The  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  Zealand 


IV.  Finance 

The  Financial  Report  has  been  circulated.  The  continued  support 
l>y  Churches  and  personal  subscribers  in  these  times  is  ground  for  great 
thankfulness.  But  this  income  still  has  to  be  supplemented  from  the 
•diminishing  Edinburgh  Conference  fund. 


V.  The  British  Council  of  Churches 


This  newly-formed  Council  aims  at  doing  for  the  Churches  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  what  the  World  Council  is  to  do  for  those  of 
the  world.  It  thus  includes  a Department  of  Faith  and  Order.  To  help 
this  Department  in  the  starting  of  its  work  I have  written  a memoran- 
dum explaining  how  National  Sections  can  best  set  forward  the  work 
of  the  Movement,  and  I am  temporarily  acting  as  its  secretary  until 
the  British  Council  can  provide  it  with  a secretary  of  its  own. 

LEONARD  HODGSON. 

Christ  Church, 


Oxford,  England. 


November,  1942. 
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